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LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT 

 
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 15th JUNE 2004 

 
REPORT NO :      /04      FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT 

 
FOR ACTION                                  NAME OF WARD

Welsh Harp
  
 

PETITION -  REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 
 IN VILLAGE WAY, NEASDEN 

 
 
 
1.0 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report is being presented to inform Members that a petition has been received 

by the Council from local residents concerning the speed of traffic in Village Way, 
Neasden  

 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 That the Committee notes the contents of the petition and the issues raised. 
 
2.2 That the Committee notes the investigations undertaken by officers. 
 
2.3 That Committee notes that a 20 mph zone is proposed for the Village Way area that 

will include traffic calming measures and is scheduled for completion this financial 
year as part of a Safer Routes to School initiative which has already been approved 
at a previous Highway Committee. 

 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 Funding has been allocated by Transport for London for Safer Routes to School 

schemes on the basis of the Borough spending Plan submission for 2004/2005. 
Funding of £195,000 has been allocated within the Capital Programme for this 
financial year.  

 
4.0 STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 The Council's Transportation Service Unit will deal with all issues related to the 

Safer Routes to School Programme. 
 
5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 The Road Traffic Reduction Act 1997 requires Local Authorities to review existing 

traffic levels and forecast future levels of traffic on local roads.  Safer Routes to 
School links directly into the Council’s road traffic reduction strategy and will 
contribute to the reduction of traffic on the highway. 
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5.2 The provision of safety features within children’s routes to school, including near 

school entrances, are an essential requirement in the Council’s bid to encourage 
children to walk to school in a safe and managed environment, in accordance with 
the Safer Routes to School objectives.  This will lead to a reduction in the number of 
car borne trips, reduce parking problems outside schools, contribute to reducing air 
pollution in the environment and raise the levels of health and fitness of individual 
pupils. 

 
5.3 The resulting reduction in any traffic movement and traffic speeds will reduce the 

number of road traffic accidents and generally improve road safety for all road 
users. 

 
6.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

The proposals are to introduce 20mph Zone surrounding St Margaret Clitherow 
School. This will involve a change to the existing speed limit and some waiting 
restrictions in these areas and will require the making of traffic regulation orders 
under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The procedures to be adopted for 
making the actual orders are set out in the associated Statutory Traffic Regulations.  

 
6.1 The required Road hump measures which form part of the mentioned scheme are 

made under sections 90 A to F of the Highways Act 1980 and would require the 
Council to undertake prescribed consultation and consider objections and place 
statutory notices. The one way working as part of the safer routes to school scheme 
will require the making of a traffic regulation order under the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 

 
7.0 DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 All public consultation material distributed included a section written in the most 

common languages used in the Borough with an explanation of how more 
information about proposals could be obtained 

 
8.0 BACKGROUND 
 
8.1 A petition was sent to the Transportation Unit on 28th April 2004 concerning traffic 

conditions on Village Way, Neasden. The number of signatures on the petition 
meets the requirements of the Council’s standing orders. The petition states that 
“We the undersigned call for the Council to investigate the possibility of traffic 
calming measures to control the speed of vehicles from the North Circular Road to 
Village Way and surrounding areas." 

 
8.2 Members may recall that officers from the Transportation Unit presented a report at 

the previous Highway Committee on 20th April 2004 detailing our proposals for a 20 
mph zone in and around the Village Way area as detailed in Appendix A. This 
project is being funded through an allocation from Transport for London for Safer 
Routes to School (SRS) schemes based on the Borough Spending Plan submission 
for 2004/2005. A budget of £195,000 has been approved for this financial year 
within the Capital Programme. 
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8.3 The proposals include a 20 mph zone scheme that incorporates speed reducing 
features on the estate roads which include and encompass Village Way. One way 
streets are also proposed in Quainton Street and Verney Street as part of the 
scheme design. Consultation leaflets have been circulated to all residents on the 
estate recently and included a free pre-paid return questionnaire and comment form 
for local residents to express their views about the scheme before 7th June 2004. 
Appendix B shows the public consultation document distributed to residents in the 
Village Way area, which includes details of the scheme design and is self-
explanatory.  

 
8.4 Details of the results of the consultation will be reported verbally at the Committee. 

In addition plans of our proposals will be displayed at the Committee meeting for 
information. 

 
8.5 The scheme includes traffic calming measures in Village Way and the surrounding 

streets and proposals for one way streets in Quainton and Verney Street and this 
would address the concerns raised by the petitioners in their petition.  

 
9.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
Details of Documents: 
 
Petition and covering letter dated  
 
Any person wishing to inspect the above papers should contact Barry Philips, Traffic 
Team Leader, Transportation Service Unit, Brent House, 349 High Road, Wembley, 
Middlesex HA9 6BZ, 
Telephone 0208 937 5147 
 
Richard Saunders     
Director of Environment    
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